
THH <H)Nl>rOT AF THE WAR

tl'OKl or fHt CONOUE8.SIONAL COMMITTEE.

ARMY OK THE POTOMAC.

< »Uiaerd from tki li»l*Jlte»nitr oj May 'itith.

t O-OPUt-tTIOII WITH UK* POPK.

(Jil Miirkt.de, willi b.» cooiuiaixi, wa» the tirat to leave
the Peainaele He landed at Aijuia and proceeded to Fre-
derirhabeif relieving Oen Km*. who proceeded at once

t<> irj in tii« ourpa (UcUuvIl1') tbeu with Otto. Pup*.
alter. Uea liurn*d« wm ordered to *end all poaaible

M iii r« |« Oen P-p<*. »,m1 at "00*' "rdered two of bia
three dtvw -u* (K<*no a and Mtevene'a) up the Kappahan-
m . k ith»r| y a»rr that tbe advance of the Ariuy of tbe
P«t>*4o*> File J-Lit Porter'* coiue, reached Aquia, and
»,( ,r. i i ,i ward t»y Oeu. Buruaide to Gen. Pope. The
at tbe Arm* of tie Potomac, except Keyea' corp*.

w( h t*rr»« Vo'b'owu. proceeded to Alexandria, aud
li, m tt' " j'J Oen Pupe Gen Sumner stopped at

mmA Oebaraed a portion of bia corya there; but be
receded k/dera to r^nakirk tbeut agaiu aud procced to
Atraaedrte. which be did
Ik« Ui«f« aeitt l« the a*eie'ance of Oen. Pope were

.r«.| b» «>r-'er *4 Oen Helteek : for those sent from Aquia
lit* iider. were « ten thiough Oeu Buiuaide; f«>r tboae
a it! . «t t.>»Ui Aleiandra the older* were (ivi*n directly to
(be ».»ps e»oj*i*uder* until Oen McClellan arrived, on

the t§ b wl Aufwat. alter trb eb tbe order* were givrn
(bl«wgh kUB
The < »fcv.u*»l«uo»a e>ii»ecleJ with the campaign of tbe

a.it.) of V.rg;. ta bete b»*e .«> fully uiveatigaU-d by tbe
®»l>t-ry t«'« t» ia the caar« of Oen. McDowell and Oen.
Pita J Aa P. rer. the pioeecding* of which were public,
that j hi «. ibUiittee baveaot deputed it uec aaary to make
at tkoio^b a* levrtlmatiu'j of that campaign aa they
. «M *'h rw;»a have door They refer, therefore, prin-
c-ieeUy t- Ihe order* and crreapondeece iu relation to tbe
d*4*»a .» the terwerdibg M Ore humeer* aud Oeu. Frank-
Ut, a c»rpa fn»«e Akeiaudna t> tbe aaaiatauce of Oen Pope.

At lu A M At*oat 97. Oeu Hallech telegraph* Oen.
M«Cw|Im that " Frank ib a corpa ah«>uld march in that
dir*ct«oe Maneaaaa) aa em« a* poaaible " At 1« 40 A.,
jd Uea M. t. » repua .

" 1 : »»«. aeut order* to Frank-
he to perp*re to march with bta eorpa at oece, aud to re*

pear her* (Ahsei.drta) ie oetaeu to iuform htm aa to bia
.an vi traeifrtortu Kuraj waa yca'ard*y at Rap-
peha»»oh; Perter el Beeltoo, Kelly'*, Burnett'*, Ac.
Immt wtil niMHfi reaching Falmouth to day."
At IV M , ee the aeaue day. Oeu llalieek telegraph* to

Qec McCVel au.
' Telagrema lr«m U*a Perter u> U«a. Bainaide, JuM re-

«weed *ay ihai Bawka teat VaveuerUU, McD-.well,8ln«l,and
li«h«U* i>«*r Watnaiw hmuv ou ku* rwki. Potter 1*
ma<vi;u*( ou W«nwlw Ul letaterie P«p«. Nothing ¦ >id of
HatiiualWa Potter tepona a irruen>! Uail* unmlueot.
Pra»t)ie * eorp* atoeld move <mt by frnvad marc he*, cany-
U* tl: e» or Mr J«y*' pre«i« ut, aod to be »appil>-d aa far
ea peaaUla by rallr.I "

» (<<. 0*e >«a U Oaa Haliech, aeme day, aeut
UiP U , received I ¥i P M :

* My a 4 he* teat rrtaread Ir^m Oee Araekliu'a camp
ke) <>r<a it«a4 tioiM ?r«i ki»u omiJi, aud Mlocem are all lu
Waet>itt*i . He He** the order m tha beat in rwak to plaee
ike ae*! a iu r*4i»ea* '9 move at ou«e '

Frooj tama to aeme aeut I l& P M , received 1.60 P.
M i
" fnatuu * a (tilery kea a* koraaa auevt tor loer uuu*

eRW iau* u I aaa p.. a uo ca^a'ry lu view < f tneee
ie ta wtl! t ewt te wel to p«*li hemuer'a corp* haia hy watar
.a lefadly aa \ rawkla, ie m<ka Iwmed at* arraueemeDt* for

fd«0L( UM w«rka >e Irow of Waatueetoe te aa *llci*nt roj-

aiu<>u ef d*fw*e* 1 have meae* cf kn »ar>ug iba auamy'a
iwria Wteraeu Pope aed «eraelva* t'ae Kranktm. withoet
tie ertiUerv . r v«v«lry, eflcct auy eaalut punoae m front 7
Hhoeld eet Borncid* ml wee* take atop* to evacuate Falmouth
aed A^ua. at the i*ai tine ruvrnif the let-eat of any of
|Vf« «tnvpa w ho amy Call berk tu thai ctreeuoe t 1 do not
.** »bat we bar* f,.r. a ruoaah oe baed !<. tor* a t-onaeaiou
ettk fat* wko-e teer' pwailme we do aot kaow Are we
hA ie the dtreeliob of the > alley ' '

At I itt P M 0*ii Haiieck replies
Tee I *kiea Muwuer * uorpa skoiild cote* to Alaxaadrla

The eeeeiv baa appeared at Leeehurg. aaU th« eomuuuidiD|(
«¦».*» ei C leard* Ferry aaka for cavalry. Have you any
ie *t are ha' TU* eeeeiv **eai to ke I ryleg to tern Pope s

rigbt la tbere a< way oi ioBa*a*u«mUu*r witk bimT"

Oe the moieibg <d the V?(h of Augeat Oeu ilalleek tele¬
graph* to Oeu Fiaehliu:

* tie partum wl.k (tee. MeC'leiiee, aUwt twe o'clock thi*
aMHbu g U w ** (Me Muwd UmU ten were to etovc with your
«or|a to day t**ir<k M*na*>a* Jeurto u to drive the eoeny
fiom t> e tat.r<«4 1 have jtat Umucd that the tJeueral baa
¦ <4 i*tnrr-d to Aleaaedna If yoe have out received hie
o det act otithi* "

At I £. P II of the same day, the 'i"ik. U»e McCtcllan
teda^raphe io Oe* Halleck i
" Yoer hialrk to k'.atikhu reeeived 1 have been doing

ail p«aail>t* to harry artillery aed eevalry The womeut
k'rmuk iu can te *taii»4 with a rea*<>*ablr aaiweut of artlllary
he aUail no-

* Plea** aee Bernard, and he aura the
work* toward* Chaia Bn«%* era perf*<-«ly aemre 1 look

Itbwe worh* especially Klhati Alleu and Marry, ae of
I It* Aral IB|«intu<«
At 2 )V I* M Ota. Ilailrek trUfiapba to Uou Mc-

CMUa
" Not a »«m« iu*at Ul Mil puahu>i/ m '*rK* a l«rc« u

1oaaib!a toward* M.«i aawi. wmui coaiaiuuiiat* with Pup*
Ulan Um *imb; t» ratnii>ro*»i

At 4 IS P M. Um MrClrilaa rrpl,r.
"Yomr <f«*patrb rrraiaad Mm bar Kr.i.k in . nor bam

Mr . rurpt i» now tB r »Atloi to bovi Mid liibt « batUa It
.uU U tMcnlc lo mmd iUb oat bow 1 kin mi Bide
to (trrtuiu 111* r»uJHtou ul lh« cmutanU of Cot bii I Tvl«r,

Ul b prMBBiarv taovrmam in mail fort*
will k<iva|>lt*h ooUbitp >ut Ilia daaira itoa ol iba lrt»opa « ut
u%L 1 rvpaaU that I .Ul loaa uo Ubi iB praptuiug thai oopa
to** Ura for iba 6*14. a it4 tbal wbaUvar ortlata Too laar

ina* altar baanun what I baaa to aaf, will ba rarriad cat

Al 6 «u P M (if* llaiUrk tol'gra|.ka lo O-a MeC'lal-
taa i

" llwta aiwat ba bo farUj#» dalav >a at,«iu« Kraakliaa
1'orp* toward* Maw.» ibay aati gu tua- rrvw at<>ruiit«,
raad} ot Bot i*.*') |l w* <laia* too loug b> r*t taadv ibara
«ri!| ba m aanmi"r lo «o at all. f r Pora will aitb*. ba da
laaftad o« hxhtmm wmbo«* o« Btd It u.«ra >. a waal of
wa«oas ib* a** a waal vorty pcort.tua* a Hk ibaw U tba »»
tfuaa mi cvtw to tktli r**id

Al 10 P M Um liiCMtn Magra^b*
*. Tew daafialab naataad Fraakltn a t «rpa ba* U*a at

ilia* to BMrrb at at »4i a rloct Bbici»w a xvaf lia
Bar baa aboai II.MV laiaMrf. wttbtwi cavalry or aruliary
|y|. H

At 10 30 A M of tb* r*b Um M.Crt«aa ui*«rafka
to Om HaRaafc:

. PraakitVa I "rjw to la w«*iaw Mart* « a total mM f« A M
I nan giva bia ba* twoaqaadrow*«f «a**lrf " "If |m
bar a>ra* M> Mpp n <d fnakla It Ua»a* aa avkwi aay
rai>at-ia irv-p* *a »bI t<aar Waabtaf«a« Tat Praak la la ta*

¦lit al' aa Wfeal . all ba doaa ' Mava b« (Btaa aqa >4-
roaa balotigta* to Aim? id Potoaaaa k raakUa baa bat l-»rtj
roaud* 'jf Mam tw, and ho wb«<«« to b»w b*n 1 da
not tbtub frank ia la It . adttto* ta a><u*fli k wab U b*
¦Mil ailMf .*.» I »*a I aboald nri bar* a .»*. k«w bat
tot >o®f praa Ut* ardara of laat lugbi '

At 18 M Oaa MaCMiaa tatag <apt>
'. IK) yoa wtab tba woaaaaat *4 trawBita . I urpa la * a

tbaaa T Ha la w wb«at waira ¦¦¦Bali^a aad whk«« mat
yoilaiiaa

la taalkir i»»patak al >*a» data ba ta afrffci
" Pra- kito uaa uaiy batwaaa I*m aaf 11.4* wait tot

daty. How far aa yoa wtab kia faaaaa ta adaaaaa *

Al S P. M Oaa HaUack uiagrapka to ftoa MaCtaiaa :

" I waal Praaklta a aoaya ta go fbr *b ««. to tad u«t

aOBtalLtng aboai lb* «^a) farlwM ba atf f*t bmA It f >r

Mat.via at Ananda a aa ta p**«aalW * -.kg lanbar **W
wiaa, ba Will pa»b ob towarda Patrlaa Try la r*i aw*
thii.* fruat Uiraatl m id Maiana attBaa Bf utanaw at
titrt agb F tf bio. a acoat* Oat ^ . «.** B)«t

acttTaij. and flui oat wBara to* itaai la I aw twad a#
giaawa

"

Al 8 40 P M tb* Praaiiaat a*ka af t*w Mr* "MIbb
" Wbat saw a Iraa .Ur*adna of Maaaww Jawatlaa f fk Wai

ga^arally t"
At 5 P M itf- irad 3 JU P M Oaa MtCMIaa ra

pbaa:
" 1 b* laat Bawa I i. .attad fr m tba Ihbiib al Mawaa

Wai from atra^Klar* ta lb* »i~ i ibat iba immf war* aaara
at i'K tfulraviila awd i»"i..ua lowarda tb r Barblar* Oat
Thia u hy uo Bi*a.n« r« wbla 1 aw ilaaf Ibat aaa ot aa
conraa* akouii U> a^|4»4 Firat To ¦ ¦ ibIWi all
Btai»bla l«r«*» to *p<H> aoaati*BW«t«oa wai Pata >*'awd
To laaaa l'«<^a u» **i >-oi »i b«a arraaa, awd at «waa aaa at
atran*'O Bitk* tba . apt al fwHaally awl* b* wld4<a .. *raa

Will now au.war. Tall w* wbat *aa Blab aa ta da. aM I
WUl do ail lb tar p t»*f I.I Brr«a,4t k I I wtab to kaoW
what .; ardara and *uH»-.« iy ar* I *a *m bwtoiBg bat
will abaj what »ar « r4-ra yoa gtra I aak . , tw(
d*ai>ioa. lb .t I na; at o«*a gi«a tba B*4«aaarf o*d*»* li
will not do to 4alay loagar *

At 4.10 P *1 Um> Prawtdaal ra^lw*
.< Yoaiv vt U> *»T )a* raa*t*ad I U iab a.wr §.« alinw

IItb, to wit 1
. To lObaawuwla all aw» a*allMo toaaaa la

..oauanicalioa witk Pobb. ia tba H«bi wata .«* I ww4 aa«
to coutrol. 1 bat I now laaaa to Oaw Mallaak a*tad bp foot
Cuuuaal* "

At 7Iw p \| Om) Hailaak totogra^Ba to Uw Mr
Olellao j
" Voa wiii iwaatita Mfr a*nd mMflitl w MM aal ffa*rda

to rapair iBtiruad wo MauBraaa. Let tbrr* ba aa data? Ma iMa
1 bavc )um " «au ««ui ibat Prauklla a C«*pa waya I a< Aaaa
dale, aud ibat ba tb tBia a*»utat ia Alaaaadrt TMa w a I
contrary io my ^ 4. i. InvaMttf. t* aad ra^ort iba 'awt af ubta
dlaob*' tatiaa T^a cor?* aa* p«ak faraard aa I i*Mi*f. ta
protaci iba iailr<*»t ao4 var m waal.iinaa wi<k Ma

To^tb^t Uaa MoCiaiiaa rrpltaa. at 9 P M r»Jtiltad

1 It wa* u< i bla tvt Frarkllu te a*** . ipaad Aaai <tola
¦Bdar tLa clritUBalaucoa, until wa kaaw wbai wa*at t i..

Oau Frmtiklio raai.ui>a>i baia am 11 aboat I p M M..i

to arrange for asppliM lew bn ra*| r*a^«,,bW

for both these C KUBMtaUCee, and do but Sec tUtkl either WM
ia dis"bedience to your orders Please give cis inct order#
iu refer* me to Franklin'* movement* of to-iuorrow. . . lit

I regard to to-morrow's movements I den re dt-fiutte iustruc
lious, as it is not egret ab'ti t » ma to be accu ed ot disobeying
orders, when 1 have simply exercised the disci etiou you corn-
milled to me."'
At 10 P. M. Geo. McClellan telegraphs:" Not hearing from you, I Imve sent orders to (leu. Krauk-

lin to plaoe himself ia commuuicaliou with Qen. Pope, by ad¬
vancing as soon a* po.-sible, and at the eauie time cover tbe
tranrit of Pope'a supplies "

At 10 P. M. Qen. McClellan forwards to Gen. Halleck
a despatch revived from Oeu. Franklin, at Anandale,
dated 7 15 P. M., iu wbioh Qen. Franklin givea rumora
concerning the battle of that day, cloaing thus:
"Pope ia suid to be very abort of provision*, and the

oouutry will not support him."
At 5 A M of tbe 30th of August, Gen. Pope sent a

deapatch to Gen. Halleck, reoeiv«*d at 3 20 P. M., Irotu tbe
battle-field uear Grovetoo, Virginia, ooutaiuing au aocouut
of the battle of the day before, and closing us follows :

" I thiuk you had best send Franklin's, Cox's, and Sturgis'
regiments to Centreville, us also forage and subsistence. 1
received a note this morning, from Gen. Fraukliu, written by
order of Geu McClellan. saying that wattous and cars would
be loaded and sent to Fairfax Station as so >u as I would
send a cavalry escort to Alexandria to bring them out.
Sucti a request, when Alexandria in full of troops and we

lighting tbe enemy, needs no comment. Will you have these
aupi'l es sent, wabout the least de'ay, to Centreville I"

At 9.40 A. M., August 30f Geo. Halleck telegraphed to
Qen. McClellan:
" 1 aw by no means satisfied with Gen. Fraukliu's march of

yesterday, considering the circumstances of the case. He
was very wrong in stopiiog at Anandale. Moreover, I
learned last night that tbe quarbermaater'* ti-paniu ut could
have given him plenty of tran-<portation, if he bad spplted
Lt it. any time arnce his arrival at Alexandria He kntw the
importance of onening communiCHtion witb Oeu. Pope's
army, and should have acted mure promptly."
At 11 A. M. Geo. McClellau telegraphs:
" Hare ordered Sumner to leave one brigade iu the vicinity

of Cham Bridge, aud to move the rest, via Columbia Pike,
on Anandale aud Fairfax Court-Houae, if tbis is ths route youwiab them to take. He and Fraukliu are both instructed to
join Pope aa promptly as posaible. Shall Ceueh move also
when he arrives?"
At 13.30 P. M. Geu. Halleck telegraphs :
" 1 thiuk Couch should land at Alexandria, and be iin>

mediately puihtd out to Pope. Send the troops where the
fighting at Let me kuow when Couch arrives, as I may have
other information by that time Seod transports
to Acquit to bring up Ruruoide's command. I have telegraph¬
ed to him, and am waiting hia answer.''

At 3.15 P. M. Gen. Halleck telegraphs:
" Franklin's und ail Sumner's corps should be pushed for¬

ward with all possible dhpatch. They must uje their legs and
make forced marches Time now is every thing."
At 5 P. M. Geu. McClellan telegraphs to Geu. Halleck:
" Major Hammerstein, of my staff, reports, from two miles

this aide of Centreville, at 1 30 P. M., tnat Franklin's c >rpa
wes advancing rapidly. Summer's corps moved at I 45 P. M.
The orderly who brought the despatch from Hammerstein
states that lie learned that the fighting commenced five miles
bey. pd Centreville, and that our peonle had been drivingthem all day. Hammerstein sivs all he learns was favor¬
able »

At 10.10 P. M. Geu. Halleck telegraphs to Geo. Mc¬
Clellau ;
" All of Sumuer's corps on the south aide of the river not

actually required in the forts should march to Pope's relief.
Replace them with new regiments. Franklin shou'd also be
hurried on to reinforce Pope."
Ob the eame day.August 30, hour Dot given.Geo. Mc

Clellan sect tbe following to Geo. Halleck:
" Ever since Gen Franklin received not'ea that he was to

march from Alexandria he has been u.-injf evt ry effort to get
transportation'or his extra ammuni: ion. But he was uniformlytold by the quartermaster* here that there was noue disposa¬ble, aad his command marched without wagon«. After the
departure of his corps, at 6 A M. yesterday, he piocurejl
twenty wagon* to carry a portion of hi* ammunition, by un¬
loading aoine of Gen. Banks's supply train for that purpose" Gen Sumner was one entire day in endeavoring, by ap¬plication upon quartet masters and others, to get a sufficient
number of wagous to transport his reset ve ammunition, but
without eui-c^s, and was obliged to march without it.

" I have thia morning n*ut all my headquarteis train that
is lauded to be at once loaded with ammunition for Sumner
and Krauk, io, but they will not go far towards supplying the
deficiency.
"Eighty five wagons were got together by the Quarter¬

master last night, loaded with mb*ieU).uce, and s*ut forward
uuder an escort at one AM, via Alexaudria.
" Kvery effjit has been made to carry out your lustruc-

tions promptly. Tbe difficulty seems to oonsist in the fact
that tue pri eater part of the transportation on band at Alex-
dna aud Washington has been needed for current supplies of
the garrisons. At all events, such is the state of th« cuse as

represent* d to me by the quartermaster, aud it appears to he
true 1 take it for grauted that this has net been properly
explained to you."

At 10.45 A. M of the 31at of August Gen. Pope aemla
tbe following to 0<*u. Haleck, from Centrerille:
" Our troops are all bete, uud in poaition, though muth uaeil

up aud worn out. 1 Uiiuk It would perhaps have been greatly
better if bumuer and Krankliu had beeu hern three or four
days ago. But you mav relv upon our giving them (the ene¬

my) a* desperate * flgh't as I can force oar men to stand up
to 1 should like to know whether yon feel secure abont
Washington shoal 1 this army be destroyed. I shall fit* lit it
a* iong aa a man will ftand up to the wora. Yon must jud^ewhat is to be done bavmir in view the safety of the capital.The enemy is already pualnng a ravalry reconnoiaaauce in
oar front at Cab Hau, whether iu advance of au attack to¬
day 1 don't yet know. 1 send you thia that you may know
oar position and my purpose."
Ou the 2d of September Gen. Pope was ordered to fail

back to the vicinity of Waabington, where bia artuy caiue
under the command of Geo. McClellan.
The following ia from the testimony of Gen. Halleck :
' Qitawtiot. Had the Army of the Peninsula been brought

to re operate with the Army of Virginia with the utmost
energy that rlipumeiaocrs would have permitted, in your
)udgment, aa a military man, W"Uld it not have resulted iu
our victory instead of oar defeat I
" Answer. 1 thought so at ti e time, and attll think so."
In relation to tbe command of Gen McClellau, be him¬

self testifies aa followi:
" What position did you occupy after your arrival at

Aleaao^r a, and yoa bad forwarded the troops which had
been aiider your command to the aaei ttauce of (Jen. Pope ?
" Answr 1 wsa lor some little time.out- or two days. two

er three dare, perhaps.withou' anv poaition. merely at my
eama. witboat any commaud. Ou Monday, the 1st of Sep
tember, I received' verbal inaroetion* fp-m"Gen. halleck it

' of the defences of Waaoingtou 1 was, how
eaprecely prohibited from In any way as umlng any

eualrei over Ihe uoops a der Oca Pope. 1 think ii ?aa oa
tbe aeat day after It.at thai | was instructed verbally by tbe
President asd Oca lialleck logo oat aud meet the at my w^ich

¦ la. aad 'v ae.anj'- tbe eommand of it wuea it
appr<*rbe4 tbe poaition that I considered it oaght to occapy
lor WrM T* ptirjKis«t, aad to post it properly "

The IsaUawB/ of Geo Haliadt upon tbe aatue point ia

' Qseei a What was tbe po ittoo of Geo McClellan In
re*>i4 In Ibe troupe of tbe Arry of ibe Potomac aa (heyleaded el Aeau Creek aad Aleaaidnat Were they ander
ate e-eeaee aad, II aa, hew long d d tb y remain underMeommaadf

" Aaewei Gee MeCM aa retained tbe eommand of the
A m > ef tbe P t u>a<- aa u land d at ib«ee two prln'a. ezoept
»ae> pomeraef It sewer-earn into tbe fte'daner Gen ropeTWe portMae ware roaaMered aa lea.porarll * detached from
Me riaaaaaf bat et.n bafcmgiag te bke amy, aad be waa di

| twad tk*< s i ofdera a ut iroa hiai te ibe troope aa detach
ad. Wine aaaer O a Pepe a iwaiedi«ie eoaamaad, aiu-t be
eeet tbreach tbe hea4|*ertee« at Wa»hiaatoa He retained
fisassd >4 all 'he te ope "f bis army aa 'My Waded at tboae
pin si a eaui earl lata tbe fteid aad tetertae te Met. Popeaad tbey enwUnaed te remain ai.der hie oomaaaad, with the
e» eptian of tbe dsaaebmettie aaui Oct. Pope a army tail
beet ea Weeh»ag«ei. a bee e'l eaaae aad-r Oet> Met lei an a
mmmmaA On Ma idea Mi tie tan e> arrival M Alexandria
be ara> %. Id |r> I«ke tmmc flats c >aa«a4 of ail the t'Oope la
aad abawi Wa^ita«toa ia additt it te tbeae which properly

| W <be Arasy ml tt»e P»b mee kaie daye aft* r be bad
terWljr dtravtsd la lake *fah loaamaad be aaked for a
tl order wbbrb was iaaind Ina the A'ljataul Generate

§a Tbe caA»r laaaed frua Ibe Aej tant tfeasnl'i i lea
ae a/let Oa* fuse a anav a mmana»< lallmg b rb

dated tepaamaer I. bat 0%o MeC
m.rnl ever s ee Me a/rival la A aa

O u M< IleiWe bad baaa la

V -eat >ea At wbat tane iU be arrive ia Aiexaairu 7
a ee«r H» arrived a' A'- «n> ri« «l tb* Vtr of Aa
TW f^rwal »r<at Wee W art that be al|bl aave at

ke>. Pepe a teaaae tbai ibey might ao« qaea
9

IX £

AMPAIUM l« MAftfLAMD
_*ee» .a at ae Oaa ffaaad hie army fall hack oa
Weeb agt>« the rahel army aataead Maryland Prepare-¦RMilaab'a t>< fciMnw them
la rahl<«a h» lb# e«maaad w4 tba army ia Maryland
B »t»e all fMta Iram the taatimaar at Gee
M*aa aad U«s MaaMeb I ha le>lia<af of Oaa Mc

CMha ta aa UMie
(faaasM* tb ^isa d d * «a ..a^npy atier yeur arrl

ea> »* AWaaadt at.d f-e lad I. < werAad tba Wooaa which
had beaa aadee >-at aau.l u. ibe an iirlaTT of ttaaeial

mi
Aaeaat I w«e I i ease .ate i aa-«ae sr twe daya,

tma ea tbr.e Ut» parb^e witbeat » .y ^et'toa. merelyaa mi aam». eiUl aay t -ma^ad th. M aday the let of
.siae' >' I aaaeteea aenal laateartUae from (jan Ila Ileek
as mbe eaaiaaaad ef Ik- 4efeti. ee ef W. .eg*. n | VM,
hwmeeer eapeeaatv paeb*t>aed ft a h ast way msinaiag
aay asaarel eaas the trump* ef U>a Pope I ibiab It waa oa
.he aeat Aay afesr thai tba* I wae iawt«esnd verbally, fey tbe

j Pi si ideal sad Oea Hal eeb. la go em asd swst the armyarbn-b wae 4*mia*r te, eaad fa. aw»aa ewaaamnd of It when it
apfrwaibed ib> ,.,a wM fc I ..m*id«rea u ou«t,i t.. M. a
py lev dabadta paranaee aad ta poet It pruparly" l^aaalit Ha l«ag did yea reaaaie ia roa.iaaad oi tb*
lilaaaai ef fsAagwe aad what orders did yoa aeti re
eetve aad fsam wbemt

"Aasewar I 4» aea tb ab thai artier aatgiita? »ae itp'aacaa
ef Wasdiiagt" wae aver raartodad. or any other < ne I aaad
la ha pkwe i bad oaiy var*>ai coaa.iMBtmm with Oaa.
Halleeb Ware I s*a«ted aa the dAatieiaaa eamaaiga. A ad it

Ueetah
I do m>t

aevar AaiaHefy decided, aa t« tbe uma that I left, ae ta
I wee te ge ar t ot I aahad the '{teaiaa twe > r
ae ef Gaa fleilecb whether I wae la enmaaand the

ta the AaM aad be aaad It . ad a t ha dstermiaed And
Ihteb that It ever waa I thiak that waa oaa of

tfeuM thiugs thai grew iutv shape I'self. Wheuthe kiuie cam*
went out."
The following " 'h* Muhidj of Gcnernl Halleck upon

that poiut:
"Question. By wboea oi'deis wa G*u McClellan placed

in coinmaud ol i lie aiuiy dial Loft Washington to operate in
Maryland; and were thoee orders verbal or iu writing I
" Auawer. A« 1 stated the other day, I lie ord r was given

verbally to Gen McClellan by the Prtsident, Hi Gen
McClellau's In use, about nine o clock i:i the murnirg, pre-
vionato Gen McClellan leaving the city for ttoekville.
"I will add that Gen. McCleiUu, in virtue ol hia beiog

placed in command of the fortifications of Washington aud
the troops for defence within them, was reaily iu commaud
of all the troopa here at that time. The question was dis¬
cussed by the P.eaident for two or three days as to who
should take command of the troopa that were lo go iato Hie
field Tr.e decision was made by himself, and announced to
Geo. MoClbllan in my presence. I did not know what the
decision was until I heard it thus announced."

In regard to the instructions given to Gen. McCleiUu
hia testimony is as follows:
"Question. Did you have any interview with the Presi¬

dent in relation to taking command of the tr< ops for the
Alarylt>nd campaign, or receive auy instructions from him on
that poiut?
" Answer. 1 d > not think he gave in# any instruct one ufter

thHt iiioininv, when I was lold tv take command of the army
in frout of Washington. I do not think he gave me any in¬
structions about the Maryland csmi aiyu.
"Question. After you commenced the movement did you

receive aay instruction* from any one 7
" Answer. 1 received some telegrams, that mi'lit be looked

upon in the nature of instructions, from Gen. Halleck and
from the President. The general t nor of Gen Halleck's
despatches was that 1 was committing au error in going so
far away from Wasliingt n; that I was going rather too
fast. Be h d the impression that i he main force of the enemy
was on tho sooth side of the Potomac, and that they had only
a em ill force in froi t of me to draw me on, and then they
would come ii>to Washington in rear. As late as the l<hb of
September, I recollect a telegram of G«n. Halleck in which
be pressed that same ilea, and told me that I was wrong in
going so far away."
The testimony of Qen. Halleck upon tbat point is as

follows;
" Question. What Instructions, if any, were given to Gen.

McClellan iu regard to the conduct of the campaign in Mary¬
land?

" Answer. The day the President gave Gen. McClellan di¬
rections to take command of the forces in the field w<j had a

long conversation in regard to the campaign in Maryland It
was agreed between us that the troops should m< ve up the
Potomac and if possible separate tbat por ion of Gen. Lee's
army which had crossed the Potomac fiom the remainder on
the Virginia side. There was no definite i structions, further
than that understanding between us, as to the general plan of
the campaign." I submit herewith copies of dispatches to and from Gen.
McClellan, after he left Washington to take command of ope¬
rations in Maryland, to the time that he was relieved from
command These papers comprise all the d^patches sent to
and received from Gen. McClellan, as f*r as 1 know, except a
letter dated October 13, addressed to him by the President,
and which waa ahown to me iust as the Presi eut was about
to dispatch it to Geu. McClellan,and Gen MoClellan's reply,
dated October 17." (The letter of ti e President, with ttie

reply of Gen. McClellan, is inc orporated in another part of
thi* report) ," In regard to Gen McC'ellan going too fast or too far from
Washington, there can be foond no such telegram from me
to him. He baa mistaken the meaniog of the telegrams I sent
him. I telegraphed him that, he wis KOintc tot far, rot from
Washington,-but from the Potomac, leaving Gen Lee the op-

Krtuni y to come down the Potomac and get between him and
ashington. I thought Gtn. McClellan should keep more

upon the Potomac, and i ress forward hit left rather than his
right, eo as to the more readily relieve Harper's Ferry, which
w<«s the point then iu moat immediate d m^er that he waa
pushing forward bis r ght too fast relatively to the move¬
ments of his left.not that the army was moving too fast or
too far from Washington."
The letter of Gen. Halleck, of September 13, referred

to by Gen. McClellau, is as follows;
" Sent 10 45 A At. " War Department,

" Wathington, September 13, 1869.
" Ma or General McClellan : Yours of 530 P. M , yent- r-

day. is just received. Gen Banks cannot safely spare eight
new regimeuts from here. You must remember that very few
troopa are now received from the North, nearly all hei"g
stopped to guard the railroad. Four regiments were ordered
to Gen. Dix to replace Peck's Division Porter took away
yesterday over 2 Until yon know more certa'nly the
enemy's force south of the Potomac, yon are wroug in thug
uncovering the capital. 1 aiu o* opinion that the eu«iny will
send a small column towards Pennsylvania, so hs to draw
your forces in that direct'on, then suddenly move on Wash¬
ington with the forces bo nth of the Potomac, and those he
may cross over. .

" In your letter of the llth you uttach too little importance
to the capital. I assure yon that yuu are wroug. The cap
tore of this place will throw us back six months, if it shonfd
uot destroy us. Beware of the evils 1 now point out to yon
You saw them when here, but you seem to forget t hem in the
distauce No more troops can be sent from here till we have
fresh ariivals from the North."
The letter from Gen. McClellan of the llth, to which

Gen. Halleck here refers, contains the following :
" I believe thin atiny fully appreciates llie importance of a

victory at thin time, ami will nght well; but the result of a

general battle, with such odds na the enemy now appeals to
ave again»t us, might, to lay the leant. be doubtful; and if
we should be defeats d, the rouseuuences to the country would
be disastrous iu the extreme. Under these circumstances,
I would teceuimend that one or tw-> of the large army
corps now on the Potoui'C, opposite Wu"hingu>n, ha at once
withdrawn and tent to reiutoice this army. I would also
advise that tHe force of Col. Mile* at Harper s Perry, where
it cau be of little una, aui is coutiuoally exposed to (>e rut of!
bv the enemy, be immediately ordered here, Tb>8 would add
af>ont42.r.,lHHi old troops to our present force, and woul.l great
ly strengthen us.
" If there are any rebel forces remaining on the other side

of the Potomac, they must be so few that the trooj>s left iu
the forts after tbe two corps shall I ave been wiihdrawn will
be sufficient to check them and. with the large cavalry force
now on that side kept well out iu front to give warning of
the distant approach of any very large army, a part of this
army mitfht be sent back within the entrrnohmeuts to a»sist
in repelling an attack Rut even if Washington should l>e
taken while the»e amiies are < oufrontn^ each other, this
would not, iu mv judgment, bear comparison with the ruiu
and disasters which would follow a siugle defeat of this army.If we should be successful iu conquering he gigantic ret el
army us, we would h*ve no difficulty in recovering it.
On the other baud, should their force prove sufficiently pow¬erful to defeat us, could all the forces dqw around Washington
be sul cient to p'eveut such a Tit torious army from cairyingthe works on this side of the Potomac after tbej are uncover¬
ed by our army t 1 think not.'
DETAIU) OF CAMPAIGN t NNK KSHARV.JUKt'EK'SFKHRY
Your committee, having gone so fully into tbe details of

the Peninsula campaign, do in tdeem it neoeesaryto devote
so muph space to tbe campaign in Maryland. Tbe same
mind tbst controlled the movements upon the Peninsula
controlled those io Mar) land, and the same getier«l features
characterise the one campaign that characterized the
olh?r. In each may be ? een tbe same unreadiness to move
promptly and act vigorously; tbe same desire for more
troop* before advancing, and tbe same references to the

Ireat superiority of numbers on tbe part of the enemy,
our committee, therefore, content themselves with re¬

ferring briefly to tbe hadu g operations of tbe campaign.
Iu relation to the surrender of llarper's Ferry, your

committee have not d> ened it necessary to take much tea-
timcny upon that subject. The military cotnmi»»i<>o which
was convened in this city in October last fully investigated
that subject, and tbetr tep< rt has been given 10 the public
Attention Is ealled merely to two telegrams of September,
Utb, which passed between Qen. McCleilau and Qen
Halleck, and which are at follows :

" Kockvills. Heft 11-9 46 A. M .Col Miles is at or
near Harisrs Ferry, I nnderxtand, wi'h 9 000 troops lie
csn do nothing where he is, but ioald b . of jflBt service if
order«d to join me I »npg*»t thrt be be onl^let j )<dn Be
at once oy t ie m« st practicable rout*.

"Geo D. McCLELLAD,
" Mtj »r General, Commanding." Major General UaMeck, General-in-Chief"

" Dkp*rtmk> t Waihirctor, D. O 8«PT. 11,1863.Sent JfvO P. M..1 here is no way for O) Miles to join yon
at present. The only chance s to defend his yrcrks uutil you
ean open a commnnicition w'rh Ll^. When you do so, he
will be sutjeet to your otdcrs II. W Halug*.

" General-la Chief.
" Mhjor General MeCllLtAK, HockvUle"

UATTt *» OP .OITH MOrNTAtH AND AUTTITAM.
On the 14th of September the battle of South Mountain

was fought.the troops at Turner's Gap being under com¬
mand <>f Qen. Burnside, and those at Crampton'a Oap be¬
ing ui.der tbe command of Qen Franklin.resulting in tbe
enemy retiring to the vicinity of Hharpsburg.
Oa the l?th of September tbe battle of Antietam was

(oaght It was commenced by Oen. Hooker on the right
at dawn, our troops driving the enemy before them and
gaining an important position When Oen Hooker was
vounded and taken from the field Oen Sumner took com
mand of oar right. Oen Humner had been ordered to
hold hie .< rpa in readiuesa to advance an hoar before day¬
light, but dii not receive the order to advance until twenty
m nutes past seven o'cl-ck in the morning. Oen Mans¬
field. who had come up to the support of Oen Hooker, bad
been killed Onr troops, seeing their leader fall, and
being very heavily pressed by the en*my, were forced
fceek for some dittance from the advancrd position Oen.
Hooter had rxaehed, but finally, with the assistance of the
troops brought up by Oen. Sumner, checked the enemy's
progress and maiotainej their p >sit|oo.
On the left Oen Burnside. shout lOo'c'ock, was ord- fedto attach tbe enemy at tbe bridge across the Ant etam in

hie front, and to effect a crossing there. Tbe advance o(
Oen. Burnside was met by a most obstina'e rea>»tan<v< on

the part pf the enemy, and it was not until half past 1
o'clock that (be bridge waaparrpd. By 3 o'clock Oen.
Bornside's whole command had crossed and taken poeition
<* some elevated ground Juat above the bridge He was
then ordered to take the heights commanding tbe town of
Hbarpsbarg, which was done alter desperate fighting
By that time the enemy on our left h*d been reinforced by
withdrawing some of their troops from opposite onr right,
where oar alvsnce Had been ebeched, and Oen Bnrnstde
wae compelled to give up some of the (round he had
succeeded in (<eeppTing. He had sent to Oen McClellaa
for reinforcements, but received io reply tim there weie
no»,e to he had, bnt he must hold the bridg* at all hagards.
The corps of Oen. Ftt« John Porter, in the centre, waa

not brought into aetion at all 0>-n. li nker test ties that
he had been g.ven to understand that there were to be at¬
tacks made aimultaneously on tbe right, oeutre, and left of

our army He attacked at dawn but (Hit Burncti* <m>
the left *«« not ordered to attack until 10 o'clock, mm!
there wit* no t.ttark made in the centre by Gen Porter.

In rrK»rd to the wanner of conducting the ntUek it An-
tietaiu, Gei». ttuiniier te»t lie*;
" I have always believed that, iu*ietd of sending thes#

troops into that notion iu dribleU, as they were sent,If Geit
McClellan had authorized me to march these 4U.UUU men «»u
the 'eft flunk of the eueuiy, we could not have foiled to thrvw
Uiein right back iu frout of the other divisions of our army
ou our left.Bnriuide's, Franklin's, and Porter's corps A-
it was, we went in, division after division, autil even one of
my own divisions was forced out The other two drove the
enemy and held their p Motions. My intention at the time wan
to have proceeded entirely ou by th«lr left, and wove 4<>wn.
bringing ihem right iu front of Bnrnaide, Franklin, and Porter.
" Question And all escape for tbe enemv would have been

impossible 1
"Answer. I th nk so "

The battle closed at dark, our army bavini gained some
little advantages, at a heavy loss, but nothing decisive.
Tbe attack was not renewed the next day, tbe two armies
occupying tbe positioa held by tbeui at tbe close of tbe
yesterday's battle.

Iu relation to the policy of renewing tbe attaok on the
day after the battle, Gen. MoClelUo testifies:

" The next morning (the 18th) I found that oar loss had
beeu »o great, and there was aa much disorganisation in seme
of the cos mantis, that I did not consider li proper to renew
the attark that ('ay. especially as I was sore of tbe arrival
that day of two fresh division*, amounttug to about 15,W 0
men. As an instance of tbe condition of some of th* troopsthat moruing. I happen to reeollect tbe return* of the list
corps.Gen. Hooker's.made the morales: of the 18th, bywhich there were about 3,6 KJ men report* d present f.w duly.Four days after that the returns of tbe s'me c-»rjs showed
1^,600.

" I had arranged, however, to renew the attack at day¬break ou tbe 19th, but I learned some time during the night,
or ea-ly in the monrng, that the enemy had abandoned bis
position, it afterwards proved that he moved with great ra¬
pidity, and, tot being eacuoabeted by wagons, waa enabled to
get bis t'O ps across the river before we could do him snyserious injury. I think t( at taking into consid*ration what
the troops bad gone through, we got as much out of them in
this Antietam campaign as human enrurance would bear."
The testimony of Geo. Burnside, on the subject of re¬

newing the attack upon the enemy the day after the battle,is as follow*:
" Question. Did yoa express any opinion to Gen. McClet-

lan or to any one at headquarters in relation to reuewirgthe attack tbe next day; aud if so, what opinion did you
express 7
''Answer I did express an opinion to Gen. McClellan ou

the subject. After my command was all iu position, say half-
past 8 o'clock at nlgi.t, 1 went over to Gen McGlellan's
Headquarters, at Keedysville, and expressed the opinion to
Gen. Marcy, his chief of staff that the attack ought to be re
newed the next morning at live o'clock. I also expressed
tne fame opinion to other members of Gen. MeClellau's stall
Geo. Marcy told me that 1 ought to see Gea McClellan and
tell him what 1 thought of tt>e matter. 1 went into Geo.
McClellan's tent, and in tbe course of the cooveraati'W I
expressed the same opinion to bim, and told him that if 1
could have five thousand fresh troops to pa>a iu advance of
mine, I would be willing to commence the attack on tbe next
morning. He mid that he had beef thinking the matter over
and would make np his mind daring tbe night, and if I would
send a staff officer to his headquaiters, to remain there over
nigbt, be would send ms order* ear.y in the morning; and if
he concluded to renew the attack he woald send me the
necessary men I did sen 1 tbe staff officer over, but Geu.
McClellan concluded not to renew the attack the next day."Question Would there have beeu any difficulty in lui-
nisbiog tbe five thousand fresh troops which you desired, as
the corps of Gen. Fits John Porter, some 15,WO or 'OOtMi
men, had not been engaged 7
"Answer. There Would have be< n no difficulty in furnish¬

ing tbe five thousand fresh troops In fact Gen. McClelian
did send Geu. Morell's divsion, of ouite thst ttreugth, to re
pi.rt to me, but not with oiders to uiS to renew the attack "

Geo. Franklin teitifies:
" Question Were you consulted iu relation l > renewing ihe

attack the next day 7
"Answer. When Geu McClel an( veiled the right in tbe

afternoon, 1 showed him a position on tbe right of till* wood
I have already mentioned, in which was tbe Dunker church,which I thought commwnded the wood, and that if it c >nld be
taken, we could drive the enemy from tbe wood by merelyholdii g this point. 1 advised that we should mike tbe attack
ou thiil p'ace the next morning trom Geu Humner's position.I thought there was no doub about our being able to carry it.
We bad plenty of artillery beating upon it.. We drove the
enemy from there that afternoon, and 1 had no dtnbt fiat we
could take that place the next morniug, and 1 th. tight that
would uncover tbe wbo.'e lelt of the enemy." Question If that had been made, and that point had been
carritd, what would have been the effec upou tbe «nemy I
" Answer. It would havp been ve-y disastrous to tbem
"Question What reasons were given for not making tbe

attack next morning ?
"Answer. I did not hear the direc* reason of the General

commanding, but 1 Wave understood that the reason was thathe expected some fifteen thousand new troops.those w bich
would make the thing a certain thing.ana he preferred to
wait to make the attacn on the right uutil these new tr.»o| e
came.

" (^ueatiou. And that dri* v gave lite eu<*niv «u opnortuuitytoesc-tpeT
" Aunwer I thiuk it did."
Ou the uigbt of the 18th of September the enemy aban¬

doned their poeition and retired acroea (he j'u'tun&c into
Virginia without molestation Our army slowly fallowed,and took Up a poxiiion along the Potomac, on the Mary¬land aide, occupying Maryland Heighta on the 30th and
Harper'« Kerry on the £ld.
Gen. McClellan, on the of Septppiber. report# ourInsaea at South fountain at i , at Antietain. 19,469.

total losses in both battle#, 11 794. In relation to the loaaes
of the enemy in both those batil-a, in killed, woundid,
priaouera, and atragglera, Gen McClellan lay*:
" It may be safely con* Inded, therefore, that the rebel armyIon at least 30,(HIO of their best troops in their britf campaignin Maryland."

REIHFORffcMKKTN RFQL'IRF.D.
After tbe battle of Antielam Gen. McC'ellan called for

reinforcements, and anuounred h s detenu na ion to fortifyMaryland Heights, making a requisition on Gen Wads
worth, then in Washington, for 2.000 contrabands for thst
purpose. On the 27th of 8epte(nber |ie writes f> Gen
Halleck :

" My pfN- nt purpose is to bold the enemy about as it now
is, rendering Harper's fairy ^scurs, %nd watching the river
closely, intending to attack the enemv should he attempt to
cross to tbU tide. O tr possession of Harper's Feriy gives us
the Brent advantage of a secure debouche, but we cannot
avail onrselves of it until the railroad bridge is finished, be-
. an e we cannot otherwise supply a greater number of troopsthan we now have'on t* e Virginia side at that point When
the river ri es so i{iat thp epemy cannot cross i * force, 1 pur
poee concentrating the army somewhere near Harper's ? er
ry.and then acting according to cireumatsmea, vis : Moving
on Winchester, if, from the position and attitude ofthe enemy,
we are likely to gain a gre ,t advantage by doing so or elas
devoting a read able t me to the otgauixatiou of tbe armyand iueiraction of the new troops preparatory to an advance
on whatever line may be determined. 4° an; event. } regardit as absolutely necessary to send nfw regiments at ouce to
the old cor s for purpost * of instruction, and that the old regi¬
ments be fl led at on< e. . " " *

M t.own view of the p oper policy to be pnrtued is to rs-
tain in Washington roerefv ttie force ne'ee«try to garrison it,
an 1 to send every thing el*e available {> r.inforce this armyThe railroad* give a^ine me*naof nromptly relator* ing Waatiii.gton, sh u'd it be necessary If 1 am reinf reed as I ask,
and am allowed to take my ewu course. 1 will hold myselfresponsible for the »afety of Washit gton. '

On the 7th of October Gen. nalleck replies. After re¬
ferring to the dratt ripected in some of the Northern
States, he says:

" But vou cannot delay the operations of thj aiuiy lor these
draftr. It must move, and the old regiments must remain in
their crippled condition. The coLTsle cents, however, will
help a little. The country is becoming very impatisnt at the
want of activity of your army, and we must purh it on
" i am eatisded that the enemy are falling back toward

Richmoi d We mu|'. f.illow them and reef to punish them.
There is a decided want of Ug$ in our troops Thev have too
mnch imrt oMlity, and we most try to remedy the (Meet A
reduction of baggage sod baggage trains will »®*ct sou*-
thing; bnt the real dtfj§culty is they arf qot *uflci*ut|y exer¬
cised in mtrching; they lie still in camp too long.
" Alter » bard march, one day U time enough to reel: lyingstill beyond that time does not reet the man. If we comparethe average distanoee marched per month bv our troops for

the last year w.th that of the rebels, or witi European amiesIn the firM, we shall see why our troop" march no better
Thev are not sufficiently exercised to make them good aad
efficient so'diera."
On tbe 1st of October Gen. McClellan asked for author

ity to build a double traek suspension bridge and a perma¬
nent wagon bridge arroet the Potomac at Harper'a Kerry,
wbicb Gen. Halleck declined to fire.

THR PRMIDHIT'* TfWTTO THK ARMY.
About that time [the 1st of Oetoberl the President

yisited the army. Afiei ^ia return to Washington the fol¬
lowing order was sent to Geo. McClellan by Gen Halleck;

" War DcrARTMcaT,
" M'athinftom, Octobrr 6, 1888.

" I hid Instructed to telegiupb yoa as follows The Presi¬
dent directs th «t von cries the Potomac and give battle to the
enemy or drive him south. Tour army must movs now while
the roe Is are good. If you cross the river between the en*
my and Washington, and cover the latter by your line of ope¬rations. von can be reinforced with men If you movp
nit 'he Valley of the Hhenanjoah, not more Vhan 12,000 or
15,000 can be sent yon. Tbe pWsident adviaes the Interior
line be'ween Washington and the enemy, bnt does not order
it. He is very desirous that ytur army move aa soon as pos¬sible. Yon will immediately repoit what line yon adopt, and
where yon iqtend to cross the river: al|o, tf> what point tbe
reinforcements aje to be sent It |4 neoesairy that the planof yonr operations be positively determined on before orders
n e given for budding bridges or repairing railroads."1 am directed to add that the Secretary of War and the
(Jeusral in Chief fully concur with the President In tbeae in-
strnctions 11. W. Hallick,General in-Chief." Major General McCi illais."
To this Gen. McClellan rnpliee on the aanie day." It is Important, in making my deei^on legar^mg the

route to be taken by the army,that I ^ould know, first, whatdeecriptl u of troopa I am to pe reinforced With upon the Ike-
naiidouh r mta, and alao upoti the otfc4r route between the
enemy and Wrah<ngton ; whether thev are te he old or sew
troops, or whet proportion of eash. If feasible, I abould be
glad to bavs Peck's division sent to me, if It #an be got fcere
within a reasonable time Heooud WH1 yea iaform me what
the present condition of the A exandria and Leetbarg rail-

road Is; also, iae M»nasaas Gap r»jlru*d »imI wlmt Uius it
would req'iire to put them in working o der ' it is i>«H«ved
that Oif Harper'* KVri v mit<i Winehe»i*r isilroad i» uot m*t«
ti illv lujiiifn ''

To lbi« (i^n llalleck replies on the 7tb:
"'lb* Uvu«mm liap road >«u be repaired iu a few days.

The Leesburg road i« much more iujuied You can reach the
former iu lets lime than would be required to repair the Ut¬
ter. The troops to b* neut jou will be partly uew and partly
old.mostly new.'

On the uuir day lien McClellau telegraphs:
u After a full eousoltatiou with the corps comma ndeis iu my

vicinity, I have determined to adopt ibe I ue of ibebheoan
doah for immediate operations against the enemy now soar
Wiucheeter. On uo other line north of Waahiugtcn can the
army )>e supplied, nor can it on any (her c >ver Maryland and
Pennsylvania Were we to crora tbe river below the month
of the Shenandoah, we would leave it iu the power i f the
enemy lo recross into Mary laud, Hnd thua check the move
ments In the aame caee we wou'd voluntarily give him the
advantage of the ftrong line ot the Shenandoan. no uoiut of
which oo"ld be reached by ua in advance of htm. i ice no
objective point of strategual value to 1e gaiued or soughtfor by a movement between the Shenandoah and Wa-Ji-
iugtou.

" 1 wish to ktate distinctly that I do rot regard the Una of
the Shenandoah valley as important for ulteiior objects. It
1s impoitantouly so lou as ibsenem? lemaius near Winches¬
ter. And we runnot follow that line far beyond ¦ hat point,simpl' because the country is daati ute of *uppi>s, and ws
have not sulflcient means of tianspoitatiou t enabla up to ad¬
vance more than twenty or thiity-live mile* beyond a railn ad
or caual terminus. If the en*my ubandou WlucheH^er aud
fall back upon Staunton, it will be impossible for u* to pursuehim by that route, and we must then take a new lice or i.p« ra
lions based upon water or railway c .mmunication
" The only posdbla object to be gained by an advance from

this vicinitv Is to fight the enemy near Wincl.e*te/. If they
retreat we have nothing to gain by pun-uing theni, and iu
fact, cannot do ro to rinv great distance. Tbe objects I pro¬posed to myself are to fight the enemy if they remain near
Winchester; or, failing in that, to force them to aban<k»n tbe
?alley of the Shenandoah, theie to adapt a new and .decisive
line of operations which shall strike at 1» MaK«f the re¬
bellion.
" I" have taken all possible measures to insure tbe mo»t

prompt equipment of tbe troops. But, from all flat 1 ctn
learn, it will be at'lea't three days before t te Fiirt, Piftb,and Sixth Corps are iu readiness to move from thefr presentcamps. They need shoes and otter ind upeusable flticles of
clothing, as well as shelter tentc, Ac. I bejp lo $sure youtbar. not an hour shall bs lost iu carrying yofir ins i actions
into effect
m pivatM, MjuJ the reinforcemeu(a u> Harrer's Ferry. I

would piefrr that tie new regiments be tent.Baregim< nts not
brigaded, uulese already done so vith did tropps. I would
again aak for Peok's Division, and, if po<kible4 for He ntrel-
man's Corps. It the en« my gi e llgLt near WijicLeater it will
be a desperate attair, lequiriug all our re*fffrMa 1 hope that
no time will be lost in sending forward the reinror. emeuta,
that I may get them ia band as roon as posiible." '

On the liltk of October the rebel Gen. Stunt made his
raid into Pennsylvania, returning lit" Virgiuia. baviugmade the entire circuit of onr army. On the 13th Own
MoClellan reported to Qen. Halleck the rMult of the raid,
and ascribed its success to tbe deficiency of our cavalry,and urged.
" The imperative necessity of at once supp'ying this army,including tne command of Geu. Hanks, wi h a sufficient num¬

ber of horses to remonnt every dismounted cavalry a >!dier
wi bin the sbortett possible time Ifthb is »m dune ws shall
be constantly exposed to rebel cavalry raid*
To this Oen. Halleck replies :
" Your te'egram of 7 P. M. yeMerday is just rsoeived As

i have already informed you, the Government has beau aud
is making eveiy povsiMe-tfiort to inereare the cavalry force.
Remounts are sent to you as rapidly as they can be prtxn-edThe Pi evident has read your telegram, and directs me U> »ng
Ktthftt if the enemy bad more oecupatiou south of the tiv r.

cavalry would not be so likely to make raids no th of it "

LETTER FROM THE PAEMUENT.
()u the IStb of October the President wrote to U«u Me

Clellan concerning the operations of the aruiy. A'id <u
ilie 17th of October Qeo. McClelUn wrote in reply. Tbe
letter nf tbe President and tbe reply of Gen Mode Han
are m follows:

M Kxkcutivk Mansion,
" H'atAinfC on, (Jetobtr 13 1862.

'* My Dfar Sin ; You remember my vpeakiug to you of
what I called your over-ctutiousueae. A re you not over can-
tioua when you assume that vo 1 ranuot do what the emuiv
is constantly doing? Should you uot claim to b« at least bis
equal in piowesa, and itc.t upon the claim ?

" As I understand, you telegraphed Oen. Ha'leck >h *t y u
cannot sub-ist jour army at Winchester, une^s the railroad
from Harper's Kerry t< that ioiut Le put iu wo'k'ng ord»r.
rut tbe enemy doe* uow eubM t bio army at Wincbe*i«r ai a
distance nearly twice as great from railroad tian»p<>rtatiou its
you would have to do without the railroad last named, lie
uow wagons froui Culpeper Court house, wh:ch is just about
twice as far as >ou w<u'd luve to d-> from Harper's K»ny.He is certainly not voie thau hu 1' ms well provided wi-b
wagons as jou are I certainly should be pleased for you to
have the advautu^e of the railroad fiom Harper's Kerry to
Winchester; bit it wastes all tbe retuaiuder of autumn to
give it to ynu, and iu fact ignores the question of tints, which
cannot aud must not be ignored

-'Again: otc of the staudard uia*ims of war.as yoa know,in, to opnate upon the enemy's communications ss much as
p m itle without eiporiug your owu.' Yon seem to act as if
this applies again*l you, but cannot apply in your favor.Change positions with the enemy, and think yoa not he
would br-ak your communication wir.h Richmond within tbe
next twenty-four hocrs7 You diead his going luto Pennsyl¬vania. Hut if he doee so iu full foice, he gives uo his corn
muiiicau us tu yeu absulutely. an 1 you have nothing to do
bat to f> llow and ruin him ii lie does so with less th n fidl
force. fill u on and beat what ia Mi behind all l e easier.
" Exclusive of tbe water line, you are now newer Rich¬

mond than the eoemy ia by the route that you ran and he
mutt take. Why can you not reach there before him unless
yott ad . it that he is ui -re than your equal on a march 7 His
route is the arc of a circle, wh ie yours ia the chord. Tbe
roada are aa good ou y ours as . n bis.

' Yon know I de.iied, hut did not order, you tQ Croaa the
Potomac below ioaUad . f above the SheuaudoaU nod Blue
Ridge My idea wa«, that this would at ones menace the
enemy's communication^, which I w uld seine if he would
permit. If he should move northward I would follow himrlos ly, holding his c>mmnnicati ns If hs should prevent
our seizing his communications and move towards Richmond,1 would p>e*e clorfly t > him. 4gbt him, if a favorable uppar-tuuity should u fr-cu*. Hnd a' lea t try to beat him to Richuiottd
on ths lutide track. I say 1 try ,' if wa never try we shall
never snccttrf If he make a stand at WincheMer, m >v ngneither it.rib or routh, I would fl^ht him there, on the idea
that it' we rannot t eal him when he bee>s the waatage ofcominv to as, we never can wben w« beat th« wastage of polag to him. Thia i>n>pusition ia a simple truth, and ia too Stu¬
por: ant u> be lost sight of for a moment. In coming t > in hetenders s au advantage we should not waive. We abonld
not so ufnra'e as me tly to drive biw away. As we must
Le-t him soiu w! ere, or fail tlnally, we cau do it, \[ a1 all.earie-neiirio us thsn fa'away If we cannot beat the *uemyw bere he no* i«. we never ran, he again being within the an
tre chments of Richmond.

" Recurring to Jhe ides of goinj; to Richmoud on the Insidetruck, the fact ity < f supplying from the side, away from the
enemy, is r>-mar.**le as it were by the different spokra of awhrt-1, txLending f on the hub towards tbe rim, and thia,whe her tou move d rectly by tha *hord or on the inaide arc,hugging tbe Blue Ridge more sely. The c >rd line, as yonsee, carriea yon by A!4'" !Iaym«rfet, Rn1 Fredericksburg,and y< u see bow turnpikes, railroads, and Anally the Poto
mac, by Aqm* Creek. me t yon at all pointa f<om Wa«htngton The same, only the hues lengthened a little, if you pressaloser to tbe Blue Ridgs part of the way. The gapa through.he Blue Kidrf* 1 un erstand to be about tbe following dis
t inces from Harper's Kerry, <o wit: Vestal s live milea, Oretory's thirteu, Smoker's' eighteen, AsSby's twenty eight,Manaaras thirty e g t, Chest r forty Ive, and Thornton'stifty thrre.

.«" I should tMnk i. preferable to uks th e rr ute nearest tbe
eiemv, disabling him to make an important wove without
your knowledge, and compelling hy> to Keep his forces togethsr lor dread < f you. Tbe gaps would snahle you to at-uck if you should wleb. Kor a' gieat part of the way yoaWould be (.faith-ally between tbe enemy and botU Washington and Ri binond,enabling uato tpnra youth* granta t numberof troop* in.m ere When at length running for Riibmoudahead of him. ei.ables hies ft move this way ; if he doe* so,tu u and attack I \m ip re^r. ttnt I think he should be engagedlony before sncli point is reached. It 1a all eeay If our troopsn arch as well ss tha enemy, and it ia araaaly to aay thsyoauiint do it Tt.is letter is Iu uo sense an order.

" Yours, trly A. Lieroii,
" Major Ueueral McCt.ti uv"

" HtctnofARTkas Armt oy Povomao.
" Camp ia PUmant Vcllry. October 17, l«t»U.' Hie: Your letter of >he Kith in'tant rearhedme yee erdaymorning bv the han<*s .>t*C I. Pt<kios.

.' 1 had w* t out tlr u< i«k^nnoi^an«e*, early in the worn-lag in lb. direttlon of Charlestown. l^eetown, fcc., and, asshara artillery tiring wh» lizard, I felt it incumbent t« go tothe notit I cid not leave Charles<*>wn until dark, ao that Ihave »>een unable lo glye to yenr Riceihmcy'a letter rtist fulland reepecrtu' ronsideraiiou which it mer^ta at w$j handsHl do not w«i to ife*aln C^l Feiklua beyond thia moraing's train I ib^retot* tbtQk it be t to send hiss hack withthis simple ac.k uowlodgment of the reoeipt of year Kxrellen
oy's lett»r. I am not wadded ti any particular n'aa of operatious. 1 ht»pe lo h»ve lo day relinble information as lo ibe
position of the enemy, wh ni I still believe to he between
Banker Hill and W iucheaier I prnmiae you that I witl gl^a
lo voor «is«sthe fuljest and moot unprejudiced toneideratiou,
at d that it is my intention to advane* the aoMent my
are shod, and my cavalry are sufficiently reUQya|ed be
availxble
"Your Kscclleucji may b« a-saved that I will not adopt a

course which differs st al' from jnmx views, without Ural fullyexplaining my reasons, anil giving you time to iaaue such in
structions a* may seetu bett to you."I am. ?!>, very resreiifnHv, your ohed|ent serv nt,

"Oxi B HtCtlLLtN,
' (Jtttorsi, I'nited S'a'es Army." His ^*rellfiicj the P*«»»>Btt "

MI PPt.IKH RKQIHREti FOR Till ARMV.
Qrn. MeClellan continued to ask for reinforcements.for

horses.saying that the iaaue to his army was only ouedred and fifty per week ; and for clothing, staling that bit
army needed shoes and other articles of {dubbing, and ' badfor some time peat been suffering for tbe want of i'," andthat be was .. constrained to believe that It was in a gtegldegree owing in tbe want of proper action no tbe part ofth# Quartermaster s Department " *<tb)eet waa re¬ferred to the QaartermqateT Qaseral, and be was called uponfor a statement in regard lo tbe matter. There was much
pnrreapondeaee upon tbe subject between Gen. Halleek,Oen. MeOMlan, and Oen. Ileiga. Tbe resnlt of tbe ex-amination U fully stated in tbe mllowiag eommunieatioa ofthe Secretary of War, on tbe 27tb of Oetober, and the re¬ply of Oen. Halleek, of tbe 38tb of Oetober.
(Tbe letter of tbe Secretary of bere eltfJ pro-

youuds several muuincs to Ueu HsJieck ia regard tolth*
supplies of Gen. McOlellsVs forces, to which repliesfare
given iu detail by (Jen Halleck The tetter of the lalteri
covering the who'e subject, was published in the Intelli¬
gencer of the 11 th nf November 1*4]
Ou the 2lat of October lieu McClellau iuforuia Gen.Halleck that he baa nearly accomplished supplying hie

army with tike clothing absolutely neceaaary for marching.He eomplaine, however, of hia want of cavalry, and 000-
eludes:

" Without moie cavalry horses our communications, frontthe moment uutrch, would b« at the titer, y of the tarn
c valry force of tlia enemy, nud it wou'd uot be poesible for
ua to cover our d<uike properly, or to obtain the necessary in-formation of the positiouaud movements of the cueuty inaucb
a way aa to iuaure success. My experience baa shown the
necessity of a large aud efficient cavalry force. Under th*foregoing circumstances, I teg leave to ask whether the Pre-lidtnt desires me to march on the enemy at once or to await
the reception or the new horaae, every poaaible atep havingbe« u taken to inaure their prompt arrival."
Tu this General Halleck replies on the aame day at3 lilt P. M :
" Vour telegiam of li M. iuu been submitted to the Prest-1dent. Ue directs me to aay that be haa no change to make lahia order of the titli instant. If yon have not been, and arenot now, in condition to obey it, von will be able to ahow

au< h want of inability. The President doea not expect1*pee-sib lities, but he la very anxious that all thie good weathershould not be waated iu inactivity.'
Od the 22d of October Geo. McClellau telegraph!:
" Af er full consultation, I have decided to move upon theline i dirait d by the President iu hia letter of the 19th in-

'tttin, ttitd have accordingly taken steps to execute the move¬
ment 1 will iufoim jou, from time to time, of theoccupa¬tion of Leeeburtt, Hl'laborough, Hnickeraville, dfcc. I anil
neeii Mil tiie r»vatiy and other reinforcements you eaa aead
me i oat Washington "

On the 23d Qen. Halleck repliea:
' Shou'd yen move aa proposed in your telegram of JH*teiday, 1 can send about 'JO,000 men from Washington to re-

iuforce ) i»u "

O.i i be 25 th of October Gen. MoClellao transmits toGen. Halleck a report of Cel. Robert Williams, command¬
ing a detachment of cavalry, in which it ia stated thainearly half of bia horaea are uosound, from " tore tongue,
grease, and consequent lameleae and aore back*," and that
"the borate which are still sound are absolutely brokendown from fatigue and wsnt nf flesh."

T<> this the President replies to Geo. MoClellao oo the
aaiue do/ ;
"1 hfcve |ui>t r< a 1 your despatch about aors tongue aa<ttauguad horaea. Will' you pardon me for asking what thehoraea of your army have done since the battle or Antietamthat fatigues any thing 1'
Gen. McClellau repliea on the same day:
" In reply ut your telegram of this date 1 have the honorto >tate fr >m the i me the srmy left Washington, on the 7thof H-plembe my cav iry baa been constancy employed iamakiug recouuoisjaucea, acouii g, tut 1 picketing. since thebattle of Autieum six regmenu have made atrip of twohundred n ilea, m- rrbing fifty-five miles in one day, while en¬deavoring to reach Htuart's cavalry. Gen Pleasauton, in hlflofficial report, atates that he, with the remainder of our avail*able cavalry, while on Stuart's track, marched ssventy-eigktmiles in twenty four hours
'. Hesi :ea these two renarkabie expeditions, our eavalrrh is been ei v «k d in p'eketing and scouting one hundred sadfifty miles <>t nver front since the battle of Antietam, sad haa

ma le repeated reconnoiaiance since that time, eugagipg the
enemy ou »very occasion, and indeed it haa performed harder
airv c« since tbe b* tie ihan before I beg toat yon will alsoconsider that ih x aame cavalry wan brungtitfrom the peninsula,where it encountered moat labeHous service, end was, at th#
commenteroeut of thi* catupaigu. iu low condition, and iremthat time to the present has had no time to recruit. If anyinstance can be found where over worked cavalry has per¬formed moie labor thtui mine aiuce the buttle of Antietam S
am not conseHBl of It."
Tbe follow'lig is tbo reply of the President:
" Yours, iu I*>ply lomiue, ubout horses, received Of>wm,y u know lli« facie kttter tliuu I Htill, two conaidarntione

r main. Htuirt's cavalry outmarched uun, having amtalnljdone uiore tuaiked service on the Peuiusuia and every what*s'nce. tf«c >tidly, will not h movement of oar army be areliaf
lo ile cavalry. compelling the enemv to concentrate biiKtt^of . foragiug '

*u squndi every wl<«-re 7 "

On tfcc 27th <>f October Qeu. McClellan telegraphed totbe Preiidmt:
" Your Excellency ie aware of Ike very great redaction efnuiut era that hue ukcn place iu most of the old regiment* ofthia command, aud how nece*eary it la to All np tneee skele¬

ton* befor* t tki uk them again into udiou. I have tbe honor,therefore,to requeat tbat the order to till up the old regimentsw.lb dratied man may ui oure be iaaued."
To thia tLe Preaident replica aa 1'ollowt, on the sameday:
" Your despatch of :l P. M., of to day, in regard to filllrg upold regiment* with dratted n>en, ia received, and the requeattherein ahall be complied with aa far aa practicable.*' And now 1 aak a diatinct answer lo the question : la it

yoor purpose not to go into action again until the nei nowbeing drafted in the States are incorporated In the old regi-menu ?"
Tbe following ia Gen. MoClellan'a reply. After refer-ring to previous communication* in relation lo filling upthe old regiments, he says:
" In tba press of buaineaa 1 then called an aid, and tellinghim I hod conversed with yon upon the subjact, I directedhim to wri e for me a despatch, asking yonr Exoellenay tohave the neeea-ary order given. I regret to aay that thiaofloer, after writing tbe despatch, liodfag me .till engaged,sent it lo the telegraph otficie witkooi first submittiag it to

me, uudt r the impression ttiat be commaaiieated ay views.He, however, nnfortuuatsly added ' before taking them intoaction again-' Thia phraae was not authorised or intendedby me. It has conveyed altogether an erroneous impressionm vo my plans and intentions. To your Exoelleney's <^aes-tion I answered distinctly that I have not had any Idea ofpostponing the advance until tbe old regiments are filled bydrafted men. I commenced crossing the army into Virginia,yesterday, and shall push forward as rapidly aa passible toendeavor to meet the enemy."
Your committee would say that, iu their opinion, a staffofficer who eould, from negi geoceor other cause, add to adespatch from the General commanding an amy to thePresideat tbat whioh " was not authorised or intended"should at Uaat be assigned to some other duty.The movement of the army across the river, which waacommenced on tbe 26th of October, continued slowly, un¬til on the f.tfa of November Oen. McClellan announced totbe President tbat the laat corps of his army ftniahederote-ing no tbe 3d of November, just four weehs from the timethe order to cross was giren.lo the letter to tbe President of tbe 17th October Qeo.McClellan writes:
" Your Excellency may be assured that I will not adopt aconrre which dHfcra at a I from your views without first rallycaptaining m7 reasons and giving you time to issue snob in-strurtlons as may seem be«t to yon."
Oen. MeClellsn waa relieved from the command of theArmy of the Potomac id pursuance of the following orders:

" Hiadqcartirs or the Army,"Noxtmbtr 5, 1S52.
"Gkszral : Oa receipt of the order of tbe Prestdeat, sentherewith, you will immediately turn over your command toMajor General Bnrnside, and repair to Trenton, New Jersey,reporting on Your arrival at that plaea by telegraph for fur¬ther orders Vsry respectfully, yonr obedient servant,.' H W. II ai i.rcx, General-in-Chief.'¦ Major Gaueial McClcllan, Commanding, *«. Slc.
War DtranTiiKHT, Adjptant Geriral's Orrict," Hathinglo*, November 5, 1862.

" U'nerat Orders, No. lib..By direction of tbe Presidentof tbe United Htatee, it is ordered that Major General McClel¬lan be relieved from tbe rommtnd of tbe Army of the Poto¬
mac, and tbat Major General Bnrnside taks the command oftbat A<my.

'. By order of the Secretary of War.
" E. D. TewKiEao, Assistant Adjutant General."

Upon aaauming command of the Army of the Potomac,Oen. Burnside at once determined to follow the line of
operation* which he had previously suggested to Gen. Mc¬Clellan ; that is, to make Fredericksburg the base of hia
operations. He aaaumed command on tbe 7th or Sth of
November, and on the 9th forwarded to Washington hie
propoeed plan of operations.

( And here concludes so much of the Committee'* report
ai relstes ta the oampaigns of Oen. MoClellan. The resL
dtp of this report, with the eiceptioa of what relates to
the delay in furnishing Oen. Burnaide with pontoon bridfen
to «n»sa the Rappahannock river on the arrival of hie<nnuy
a* Frederiehaburg, appeared in the Intelligencer of the fitta
of April laat.j

A SENTENCE DISAPPROVED
Much eurpriee has been eioited ia offioif I circles (saya

a Washington letter to the New York Tribune) by Ihe pro¬ceedings < f a military commission in the Army of the Po¬
tomac, of which Gen Daniel R. Sickles was President.
The nature of the three eaees referred to ia sufficiently ap¬
parent Irom the charge and specification in one of them,
which are ss follow*:
ClUrob.Treason.
Spectf, at»«*.In this, thai Jam*a R Oliver, being t olti-

¦en of Maryland, waa token prisoner while in arma, In theranks and uniform of the rebel army at RsppahannockFord, Febiuary 5f>, MS.
Th-* sensed pleaded guilty to the specification, b«t not

guilty to the chaigea. Tbe chargea filed with the Commia-
aion set forth that in April, I8H2, he want to Richmond,
Intending In make hia home there, and enliated in tba
course of tbe aame month I'pon thia atate ef *eta th«
court found the accused guilty of treaeen, and lentenoed
him to be hanged
Gen. Hoeker forwarded the proceedings, with thn en.

dorsement " strongly approved," but the Preaident, per-,eeivlng the dangerous hereaiea and terrible conaequenoeainvolved in a«eh a precedent, disapproved, adding tint tb«
men In qneatiea were priaonera of war. and were entitle*
t9 he trotted as such, and to be eicbaeged.. Trikunt Cerr,


